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St. Lucia PM Urges Sustained Export Drive for Rum 

Friday 23 May - Caribbean governments stand firmly behind the rum industry in their 

quest to make their mark on the international market says Prime minister of St. Lucia, 

Dr. Kenny Anthony.  The Prime Minister was speaking at a presentation of 

CARIFORUM brands to European spirits journalists and drinks professional in St Lucia 

on Tuesday 20th May.  Seventeen brands from 11 CARIFORUM countries were 

represented in St Lucia which saw spirits journalists from top trade titles in 6 European 

countries learning about the uniqueness of Authentic Caribbean Rums under the 

WIRSPA umbrella. 

Dr. Anthony commended the regional grouping on their foresight in establishing the 

ACR Marque of quality and authenticity and for continuing to strive for excellence in 

the export market with premium products.  He challenged the producers to maintain 

and strengthen these efforts while still paying attention to their responsibilities in their 

home markets as responsible corporate citizens. 

Dr Frank Ward, Chairman of the producers association, WIRSPA noted that while 

producers continued to move into the branded market, there continued to be much 

unfair competition from subsidised products. Nevertheless, he charged, rum continued 

to be the largest agricultural based export for the region and earner of foreign 

exchange, a major employer and contributor to public finances through tax payments.  

He thanked the CARIFORUM governments for their support to the export effort of the 

industry and to the European Union for financing the development and promotion of 

the quality ACR Marque.  The quality ACR Marque was still a very young initiative and 

continued support by governments and the European Union was critical to the survival 

of the industry, and even more so for the smaller producers. 

The initiative is part of the Authentic Caribbean Rum (ACR) Marque campaign run by 

WIRSPA and aimed to introduce journalists from the United Kingdom, Spain, 

Germany, France, Italy and the Netherlands to Caribbean producers and their brands 

as part of the campaign. 

Producers from the following brands were present: 

- English Harbour from Antigua & Barbuda 

- Cockspur, Doorly’s, Mount Gay and St. Nicholas Abbey from Barbados 

- Traveller’s from Belize 
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- Macoucherie from Dominica 

- Barceló and Brugal from the Dominican Republic 

- Clarkes Court and Westerhall Estate from Grenada 

- Monymusk and Hampden Estate from Jamaica 

- Chairman’s Reserve from St Lucia 

- Captain Bligh from St Vincent & the Grenadines 

- Borgoe from Suriname 

- Angostura from Trinidad & Tobago 

 

End 

Images  

Authentic Caribbean Rum Marque 

Caribbean Map with ACR Brands 

St Lucia PM speaking at Welcome Reception 

The event took place at the Royal by Rex Resorts St. Lucia on Tuesday, 20th May 2014. 

The Authentic Rum Marque Campaign is part of a CARIFORUM project financed by the 

European Union, and implemented by WIRSPA. 

The Authentic Caribbean Rum (ACR) Marque was developed as a symbol of authenticity, 

provenance and quality for rums within the WIRSPA family. As usage of the Marque grows 

it will act as a visual symbol to help trade customers and consumers identify ACR brands, 

but in the short-term it will be used to promote the development of Authentic Caribbean 

Rum as a distinct sector within the drinks industry.  

For more information visit www.wirspa.com ; www.acr-rum.com or contact 

wirspa@wirspa.com. 

The West Indies Rum & Spirits Producers Association implements the EU1 funded 

CARIFORUM Rum Sector Support Project on behalf of CARIFORUM.  

                                                
1
 European Commission is the EU’s executive body. 

 
“The European Union is made up of 28 Member States who have decided to gradually link together their 
know-how, resources and destinies. Together, during a period of enlargement of 50 years, they have built 
a zone of stability, democracy and sustainable development whilst maintaining cultural diversity, tolerance 
and individual freedoms. The European Union is committed to sharing its achievements and its values 
with countries and peoples beyond its borders”. 
 


